For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sins [Heb. 10:26].

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God! Simon Peter said, "For it had been better for
them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered unto them" (2 Pet. 2:21). The warning is to the Hebrew believers because
many of them were continuing to go to the temple and some were actually offering sacrifices there.
They were keeping up a front, pretending that they were still under the Mosaic Law. In so doing they
also were making it clear that the sacrifice of Christ was meaningless to them. Since the animal sacrifices
prefigured Christ's sacrifice, now that Christ had died on the cross, all of that was fulfilled. Therefore,
what before had been done in obedience to God's command, now has become willful sin. To continue to
offer blood sacrifices which had been fulfilled by Christ was a frightful, terrible thing. They were acting
as if the temple sacrifices were going on forever. The writer to the Hebrews is telling them that they
cannot look to the temple any more, because there is no longer a sacrifice for sin. If a person rejects the
truth of Christ's death for sin, there is no other sacrifice for sin available, and there is no other way to
come to God. They are to look to Christ now rather than to the temple. If they refuse to do this, there is
nothing left for them but judgment. The Word of God is very expressive in this connection.

"If we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth." This means to go on sinning
willfully by offering the sacrifices. It is an attitude toward the Word of God which God calls willful
rebellion. There is no more sacrifice in the Old Testament or the New Testament for presumptuous sins.

But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries
[Heb. 10:27

If the death of Christ over nineteen hundred years ago was not adequate, then nothing is adequate. God
is not going to do something else to redeem us. Christ is not going to die again—and, of course, it is not
necessary for Him to do so. It becomes willful disobedience on the part of those who "have received the
knowledge of the truth" to continue with the temple ritual and offering of sacrifices.



